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§t. George,s and Antar-ctica

I'ixr'rd to the outsiile of the wooden buildinq housirlg our
$ecg:,aphy itoon is a ruetal pla,¡re bearing the inscription:

?his Building was Forraally Opened by
Hubert ''Vilson Esq . C .B .8.

H .B ,I[, Consul General
At a solemn Service of Q6mrnomoration

0n $unday lVlarch 17th 1929
Being the Seventeenth Anniversa¡y of the

Glorrious Death of
Capt lawrence E.G.0ate§

In the Anta¡str1s

lIko wa§ Captain oates; and what had he got to do with
St " George ts?

'i"fe need to go back to 1910 when the race to be the
f1:'st man to reach the South Fole began in earnest with the
Norweslan explorer Roald Amund.sen challenging the E:rglish

Xxpedition lsct by Captain Scott. Scott had ehosen the

Captain 0ates no¡'v coamemorated on our plaque to be 1n charge

of the ponies h? intended to use: to drag hts sledses for the

t'irst Far:t of his n¡arch to the po1e. 0ates was a cavalry

officer rvho iraA ¡een commenderl for bravery in t'he Boen /{ar in
South Af rj-ca. One 'account te!-l-s us :

'The reconnaissance natrol he was leadinq
into Boer-he1d temitory was ambushed in
a rlry river-bed. 0n being ealled upon to
surrender, Oates' reply was characterist'icalty
curt: 'We s&rn€ here to fighbr rlot to surrenderi,
During the action several of his men ivere
wouncled.r and as each manr§ ammunition ¡'&n
out orderéd him to fall back, himself re-
mainlng to keep up ¿ sf,eady fire until finally
the Soer's withdrew, leaving Oates alone and
wounded. At the enci of the d.ay a seardh-party
br:oughl; him in with a compound" fractr:re of the
th1gh. f{iis Patrol had a¡vived back safe}y,
rntact and without the loss of a single man.

' For this acti-on Oates wa§ awardetl the queenr§
iVledal with clasPs''
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,¡,n'" No Sumender draft',
/ rn the eventr the r&ee to the: pole was won by Amr:,ndsenJut

who reached it on December 15th, l9l1. He sailed. back üo
Australia in his ship ,Framr to glve the news to the world,
touring Australia and New Zealand givi.ng lec:t¡¿res about his
adventures. He then sailed. to Buenos Aires where, according
to ![he Georgian' of the ti-me 3

'0n JViond.ay, July 10th (lglZ), 30'Uoys
attended the leetur:e given by Cap¡a1n
Auundsen 1n the Odeon. After hearing
a most interesting descriptljon of ühe:
discovery of the S.po1e and seelng;
numerous picturies i,11ustfueatlng5 t!¡e
di_fficul_ti.es that faced the heroi.e
explorers whlch w&§ a¿ o,bJect lesson
on Inil desperandum' our party adjourned
next door to the Royal Hotel for thelr
evening neal and :ieached the college
about !.20p.a. I

'#trile in Argentina, Auundsen was feted by the Norweqi_an

comuunity here and 1n particuLar by Don Pe.d.ro Christopherson
who had financed.the supplies for t'he: fFr€mt. Amundsen

sf,ayed in one of bon Pedr:ots estansias to write his book
abouü, the expedition before returnlng to Norway 1n triumph.
You ean sti1l se3 th: rFram' on show in 0s1o .

ideanwhils;r. &s Yet unbeknown to Auundsen or the ¡ror'1,1 ,¡i

large, disa§'t,:'l' li.¿d baiallen §cott ts rool&r party co¡I]]irising
Scot'l;, 0ates, i'filsonr. Bower:s and L\¡ans. They had reached the
South pole 33 days after'Amundsen but the return march became

a nightma¡e. fhey had to haul the sledge themselves unlike
Araundsen who harl wiseLy used husky dogs. They faeed a return
march io base of -about 1,]00 ¡¡¡. After 600km

Evans coll.apseii and died from concussion received in a fa}} .

They ;¡rere all suffering from frost-bitten feet as they
experienced very 1ow temperaüures (-+3oC on€ night ). Oates,
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feet bec¿:.me particularly badly frost-bitten and his o1d thÍgh
wound. was painful . Iie could not help the others to pu11 the
sledge and he knew he was delaying them, endangerlng thelr
safe return. Sefora setting out on eaeh dayrs march it took
two hours to put his foot-gear on his swollen frozen ¡eet
vihich were by noL becomlng gangrenous. Having struggled
lr6ookm from the pole in two months but wlth another lookm
to gor Scctt lvrote in hls diary:

rFrid.ayrl/larch 16th or 17rth.
I,ost track of dates: but think the last

corect. [¡agedy all along the line . At
luneh the day before yeste¡day, poor Qates
said he eouldn't go orlr he,proposed we should
leave him in his sleeping bag. That lve could
not do, and lve induced him to come oñr on the
afternoon 6á.¡ch. Insplte of its awful: nature
1'or him he struggleci on &nd lve made a f ew miIes.
At night he was worse: &rld we knew the end had
come. Should this be found I want these faets
recorded. Oatest last thoughts were of his
motire¡, but, lmmediatelX before he took pride
in thinking that his regiment would be pleased
'.vith the bold way 1n which he met his death.
iYe carr testify to his bravery. He has born
j.ntense suffe::ing for '¡reeks without conplaint
rrnrl l;o the very last was able and willing to
discuss outside sub j ect§. I{e dld not: - ¡¿ou1cl

not give up hope ti1I the very end. He was
á brave sou1. This was the end. He slept
thror:gh the night bofore lastr hoping noi to
w&ke, but he tvoke in the mo:'ntng; - yÉ§tÉrdiay.
It was blolvinq a blizzard,. I{e said rI ¿t.m just
eloinp 6i1¡5ids; and ¡¡ay be some time'. He went
out into the blizzavd. and ive' have not seen him
since . . . , " .,{e knew that poor Oaües was ivalking
to his death, but though we tried to dissuade
hi.m, we knew it was the act of a br&ve man and
an E\rglish gentlemzn. 'tfe al] hope to üPet the
end with a similar spiritr &nd assuredfy the
3nd is not far.'

T¡agically, Oat,es t sacr:if ice was to be in vain.

S'cott, Wl1son and Bowers could only stagger onr a furüher
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20km h:efore camping in a blizzard.. Theilr food and fuel
was exhausted and they all froze to death ln tjheir tent,.
Sheir bodies were not found. until seven months later when

a search parfy from base discovered their üent ne&rlJy,:

buried" in snow. A search was made for Oatest body but

it too had long since been burled by the snow. They

built a cairn il€a.¡ where, Oates had walked ouü to h1s

death and p]-ac.ed a cross on it.. lashed to the cross

was the following record.:

'Hereabouts dled a verÍ galIa¡f, gentlemsn;
captain l.E.G. 0a1¡ss of the rnniskilllng
nragoons. In March 1912, returning from
the po1e, |¡s walked w11lingly to his death
in a blizzard to try to save his comrades,
beset by hard.ship. This n'ote is 1e.ft by
the: Rel1ef ExPedition. :.912. '

Ther news of the tragedy día not reach the outside
world until February l0thr1913 when the expedition ship

reached New Zea1and. The names of Scott, Oates and'his
companions becamq synonymous n¡ith heroic but tragic:
sndeavour and the selfless death of Oat:s struck a

particularlY Poiqnant chord.
Nowr at this point, we begin to see the connection

betr,veen Oates and 5¡.Georgers. One of the teachers fue¡c

in 1913 was lvir,Arthur Cuff and he must have been deepl¡¡

imp:.essed ,,vith the story of Captain Oates. lle had been

teachlng geography, sports and drama here sinee 1901

but, nowr in 1913rhe left St.Oes¡ge ts to become head-

master of the British }ay School in lViontevj-deo and

fater served in the first worlC w&li. He therefore missed

the lunch in honour of another polar explorer, Sir Ernest

Shackleton, that Canon Stevenson attended in Buenos Aiies

i" 1914. Shackleton had in fact marched to within 150krn

of the S.pole in I9O9 but was now about to embark from
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Buenos Aires in his ship rE'ndurancer to go to Antarctica
and cross the whole contlnent. I'ü proved to be & disaster
for.the'Endurance rwas crttshed and sunk in the Antarctfe
ice. His expedition had been uarooned on Elephant Island

and only after he had made an epic lr 2OOkn journey in on€

of the ship's lifeboats to South Georgi-a ]rad he been able

to organise a reseue ship for hls marooned comrades.

In 191?, §hackleton v/as again in Buenos Albes and' was

guest of honour'at our Speech Day, presenting Pupils with

I:rizes and the sehool with a signed picture of the
I Endurance I .

To return to Mr.Cuff, he had left Montevideo arrd

became joint partner of the Buenos Alres High §choo1 for
boys in Belgrano. Thefir in l-928r he applied f or the,

headshj-p of the new PreParatory §chool at St .George'r s .

He, was unsuccessful in this, the post.bs"ing given to Rev

EY"ie Rattray who had followed Mr.Cuff rs footsteps

as headmaster of the Britlsh School 1n Montevideo ' So

iVIr.Cuff deeiáed to Sf,art his own preparatory school

and, ra'ther than call it after one of the saints as seemed'

customary, electe'<1 to honour 1t wlth the name of his heror

Captain Oates. So Oates College opened at liurlingham

early in 1928 and numbers €5rew rapidl¡r'. In the 'Buenos

Aires Heralil' of March 16th rl929 appeared the announcement

thatr oñ sunday, Frarch l?'thrL929 at Oate§ College¡

ta special service !vi]1 be held in commemoration of
the late captaln L,E.G.oaÜes who§e subliae act of
self-sacrifice, occurred on that day 17 JÉars ago.
¿¡eartyweleomeisextend'edtoparentsandall
interested Ín the sehool to be present. opporürnity
will be taken of the occasion üo opqn formally the
new e]-assrooms built during the vacation for which
pur-pose H .M . Consul-General H ''Íf ' Wilson Esq has

. Promised to be Pre§€¡¡f, ' t
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rixeci to the wall of. lh-."-x€\{, tinber classroombuilding was the plaque which r'nairy came,to st.Ge6¡ge,s

college ' To see how this came about we need to for.l0w thefortunes of ivlr-cuff and oates co11ege. His collega was aday- and boarding_school for the sons of Britrish *"U ,""*n
Amerlcan pa.rents and was organlsed lnto houses named afterwell-known Antarctic explorers;. fn the main hall hung; aprint of the famous painttng, by J.C.Do}lm&n of Oatrsg
staggering out into the bJ.lrzarrd to die, entitled ,A ve¡yGallant Gentlemarr'(th" original of w¡1sh hangs ln üheCavalrr C1ub, london). Captain Oates had been d.evoted tohis mother, Mrs.caroliner 0ates, and she, must h&ve, approved
Mrr'.cuff 's calling his collegp after her §orr. §he regnlarly
donated books about explorers to the Oates College Librery.

Oaües College re@ined open until 193? whe¡rr much tothe chagrin of f,|¡s: parents, M¡:.Cuff closed the school to
' become headmaster of this collegpr. §t.Georgg,sr 1n succe§si,on
to Rev.Hemi.z-Sm1th; He, brought with him about jD Oates
Col-lege boys, §ome of the,i,r teachers (,for example, Mr.Ron.,il
charo who now l1ves in reüi.rement cl0se to the college),
the librar¡r booksr" ühe Oaües painting, and the timber
classroom blo.ck earry,ing, the, plaque commemoratlng, Captaln

'ates 
on its wall. rt; is thls very §ame c1a5s¡6rm b10ck

which rrow hq¿s*s our goography room at §t.George,§., orre.
of the dormi-tories here became r0aties Dorm., arrd if you 100k
in our.llbrary for books about exploration.you witl find at
Least six which came from the Oates College libr"lry 3.::,.j. al.l
beanlng an lnscrlption from *irs.Oatss.

Mr. c\rff did not enjoy good hearth and reslgned the
headship of St.George,s in 1940. Rev.Jackson took over as
headmaster and in his farewell speecfu -to ivl¡.Cuff ássur€d
him that st.0eorge ,s:



ti
F.

" 
;"¡:;l::"* 8.f:l ". : "ff 

"f 
.;3"H:i"ffi 

§: ";3i
develop something of that hero,s devotionto d.uty and setf -effacement. ,

It is now dlfficult to diseern the result of that
intention. We simply have the sf,¿ssroolr block wif,h 1ts gates
plaque, the books donated by ülrs.oates and. a naueplaf,e on
one of the dormltorles 1n school House inserlbed roate§ Dorm,.
Tho picturs of Oates, seems not to have surviv€d, possibly
having been destroyed 1n ühe flre of 19Sg.

Mr'. ftlff returned to England to become chlef overseas
Commissioner for: Ioc H ,rrd was resi.denü uoanagpr of South
Amerlca (Rlver Prate) Houserr,ond.on¡ nrn fo.¡¡ the benefft of
latin Ameriean volunteers se.rwing w.ith the armed forees
durlng: the second w,ortrd. 'tta.T. lgany Ota Georgiians who served
1n that ws.r have fond memoribs of Mr..cuff and the weleome,

he exter¿ded to them whenever they werg tn r.,ondon. on

retirement he returned to Argentlna to live for a time. in
Los Cocos, Cordoba:but moved back to 1¡e u.K. in 1961 where
he passed" away at hls home in Anglecey in 1969.

A nruseum and memorial library devoted to Captain gates
was e§tsblished 1n 19i5 i.n selborne, Ehgrand, by hls cousin,
?he rmrseum is housed in a building called 'The ,fakes,r once
the hone of Rev"Gilbert i/hite who published a well-known
classie book 'iThe Natural History of serborner in r?g9
Visitors to Selborne often üake a point of searching out
Gilbert ¡l{rite 's grave in the grounds of selborne parish
church but 01d Georgians ¡nay well wander a little further
and, come &cross another grave, one lnsg¡1¡s¿ rEri-c Ainsworth
Rattray, 1891-1947'. It is a strange coincirlence that the,Rev.

Er"ic Iiattray rvho had been challenged for the headship of

, St.George's Preparatory School in 1928 by lvlr.Cuff ,the
founder of Oates Co11ege, should now 1ie at rest a short
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distance from the natlonal nuseqn f,6 Oates himself.
Rattray had led St.George rs preparatory School most
successfully from its foundation in I 929 until his
retirement in 1946 - He had then returned to .&rgland and
been aP,ointed the Yicar of selborne, a parlsh 1n the gift
of Magdalen Col1ege, 0xfordr where he had gained h1s degree.
Tragieally, within a few months, he had a serious accident,
skidding on his moto¡:blke and &s a result of the 

"Lrr"""concussion he suffered he df ed soon afterrvards.
Flnal-lyr there 1s another lnportant school with a

memoriar to captain oates. A bronze portrai_t medallion of
oates was executed by captain §cott,s wlfe and erected
near the library of Bbon college¡ E)rg1a¡¡d, where-;;;-.
had ¡ss¡1 a pupil . !fle of st.George's .an b* proud that there,
&re two schools in the world with nemorlals to Captain
Oates - the premis¡ school in &rgland and the preaier
sehool in South America.

I't,.ho*\ LñRnrrv
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